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To the Examiner 



1 . Identification of International Application 
PCT/JP03/08595 



2. Applicant 

Name : TOYOTA JIDOSHA KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Address : 1, Toyota-cho, Toyota-shi, Aichi 471-8571 Japan 
Country of nationality : Japan 
Country of residence : Japan 



3. Agent 

Name : ITEC INTERNATIONAL PATETN FIRM 
Address : Pola-Nagoya Bldg., 9-26, Sakae 2-chome, Naka-ku 
Nagoya-shi, Aichi 460-0008 Japan 



4. Object of Amendment 

Description and Claims 



5. Amendment 

(1) As attached sheets, the following description is added into page 2 — line 17 
and line 23 respectively. 

'with a power restriction rate that is regulated to have a specified relation to 
a torque restriction rate of restricting the torque level of the drive wheels* 

(2) As attached sheets, the following description is added into claim 1. 

'with a power restriction rate that is regulated to have a specified relation to 
a torque restriction rate of restricting the torque level of the drive wheels 7 
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response to detection of a skid by the skid detection module, 
restricts a torque level of the drive wheels for reduction of 
the skid. Under restriction of the torque level of the drive 
wheels by the torque restriction module, the power demand 
5 determination module limits the power demand, which is 
determined according to the vehicle driving state , with a power 
restriction rate that is regulated to have a specified relation 
to a torque restriction rate of restricting the torque level 
of the drive wheels . 

10 The vehicle control apparatus determines the power 

demand to be output to the drive shaft according to the vehicle 
driving state, and controls the engine and the motor with the 
determined power demand. In response to detection of a skid 
occurring on the drive wheels, the torque level of the drive 

15 wheels is restricted for reduction of the skid. Under 
restriction of the torque level of the drive wheels , the vehicle 
control apparatus limits the power demand, which is determined 
according to the vehicle driving state , with a power 
restriction rate that is regulated to have a specified relation 

20 to a torque restriction rate of restricting the torque level 
of the drive wheels . The control of the engine with the 
unchanged large power demand to be output to the drive shaft 
under the restriction of the torque level of the drive wheels 
causes a large engine noise beyond the driver's expectation 

25 based on the vehicle driving state with restriction of the 
torque level. The vehicle control apparatus of the invention 
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32 
CLAIMS 

1. A vehicle control apparatus, where a motor is driven 
with power of an engine to rotate a drive shaft linked to drive 
5 wheels, said vehicle control apparatus comprising: 

a power demand determination module that determines a 
power demand to be output to the drive shaft according to a 
vehicle driving state; 

a control module that controls the engine and the motor 
10 with the determined power demand; 

a skid detection module that detects a skid occurring 
on the drive wheels; and 

a torque restriction module that, in response to 
detection of a skid by said skid detection module, restricts 
15 a torque level of the drive wheels for reduction of the skid, 
wherein under restriction of the torque level of the 
drive wheels by said torque restriction module, said power 
demand determination module limits the power demand, which is 
determined according to the vehicle driving state , with a power 
20 restriction rate that is regulated to have a specified relation 
to a torque restriction rate of restricting the torque level 
of the drive wheels . 

2 . A vehicle control apparatus in accordance with claim 
1, wherein said power demand determination module limits the 
25 power demand, which is determined according to the vehicle 
driving state, with a fixed setting of the power restriction 
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